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   Next week I will remotely attend the MDOT Aeronautics along with 

MAAE (Michigan Association of Airport Executives) Virtual Airport 

Conference.  I have attended about half of the conferences due to budget 

restraints at the City.  This year’s will be done remotely and will come FREE 

of charge.  It is a two-day event on February 17th and 18th.  There are 

several topics that are timely and of interest to our airport.  I will plan on 

blocking out these two days and virtually attend.   

There was an overturned Cessna 172 on January 29th on runway 22.  A 

student pilot from Midland was returning from a cross-country flight and 

lost directional control on his landing roll out and went off the runway.  

Once his wheels were in the snow it pulled him deeper until his nose wheel 

broke off and then the plane had a prop strike and flipped over onto its 

back.  Luckily the pilot was not hurt and was able to climb out and call for 

help.  I was the first on scene and secured the wreck and closed the 

runway to any traffic.  The flight instructor contacted the NTSB and they 

said take pictures and then the plane could be moved.  We rented a 

Skytrak the next day and was able to move it to the ramp by the terminal.  

The runway was closed about 24 hours.  On Monday the FAA visited to 

interview the flight instructor and take pictures.  I was asked to escort 

them onto the runway so they could see the accident area.  On Tuesday 

the Insurance agent visited and met with the owner to discuss the next 

step.  I anticipate the plane to be totaled, but I haven’t heard for sure yet.  

Hangar 102 constructed for Scott Carter has been completed.  This hangar 

is 60x60 and will hangar both of Scott’s airplanes.  I was also approached 

this week from another local excavator about building a hangar at Clare.  



He is looking for a larger twin engine airplane that him and a few other 

guys could use to fly around the Midwest and conduct business.  He is 

currently doing business in 4 states and this would make the drive time 

much shorter.  We looked at 3 different lots that would accommodate the 

proposed hangar and I am waiting on MDOT Aero to get back on the 

buildability of the south lot.  I fear it may be too close to the approach for 

runway 9, even though it is plotted on the hangar diagram.   

Joy Simmer, with Clare Parks & Rec, and I have spoken about the annual 

Easter Egg Drop.  With current restrictions, holding this event would be 

very challenging to maintain the distance between kids and accompanying 

parents.  We are delaying the decision until next month and see what if 

any changes to the restrictions will be made.  I need approximately 2 

weeks’ notice to pull together volunteers and supplies to make it happen 

on my end.  She expects about the same for her volunteers, so we will have 

until mid-March to decide.  Fingers crossed that the vaccine roll out will 

make a difference and we can have this family fun event.   

 

Best Regards, 

Gary Todd 

Airport Manager 

 


